
1st Advisory Board Meeting 
> Admission Interview <

The doctoral regulation of the GTC stipulates in § 3 that doctoral students are guided and supervised by an Advisory Board.  The 
composition, function and duties of an Advisory Board (AB) are detailed in the ‘Guidelines for Doctoral Students’ and in the 
‘Guidelines for Supervisors’ (guidelines available on request from the GTC staff or as a download from our website). 

This first AB meeting shall test the competency of the candidate regarding the aspired project, decide on the scope and content 
of the doctoral studies and discuss the doctoral candidates’ thesis proposal.  By the end of this meeting, the AB should reach a 
decision as to whether or not the applicant should be admitted as a doctoral student at the GTC. 

To the Chairman of the Doctorate Board of the Graduate Training Centre of Neuroscience 

This is to certify that the doctoral applicant __________________________________________ has 
presented her/his thesis project to the members of her/his Advisory Board (AB). 

☐ We, the AB members, attended the applicants presentation of her/his thesis proposal.
Unfortunately, we are not convinced that the applicant’s competency and previous training
qualifies her/him to pursue the outlined project successfully.  Therefore, admission of the
applicant to the doctoral program of the GTC is not recommended.

☐  We discussed the applicant’s doctoral proposal. However, we suggest a few ‘adjustments’ to be
made (see back of the page).  Nevertheless, we are convinced that the applicant has the overall
competency and qualification to pursue the aspired doctoral project successfully.  We
recommend admission of the applicant to the doctoral program without reservation.

☐ We discussed and approved the thesis proposal in the present form.  We are convinced that the
applicant has the overall competency and qualification to pursue the aspired doctoral project
successfully.  We recommend admission of the applicant to the doctoral program without
reservation.

☐ We recommend that the candidate attends in the first year of her/his doctorate the following
courses offered at one of the GTC’s master programs (see back of the page).

1) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
Thesis Supervisor Signature 

2) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
1st AB Member Signature 

3) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
2nd AB Member Signature 

Tübingen, _____________________ 
Date  over 



The AB members suggest the following adjustments / modifications of the doctoral thesis proposal (e.g., 
experimental approach, methods applied, time line, etc.): 

The AB members recommend that the candidate attends in the first year of her/his doctorate the 
following courses offered at one of the GTC’s master programs: 

Please send this form to: 

Dr. Susanne Kamphausen 

Graduate Training Centre of 

Neuroscience Universität Tübingen  

Österbergstr. 3 

72074 Tübingen 



2nd Advisory Board Meeting 
> Midterm Progress Report <

Doctoral students are obliged to have annual meetings with their Advisory Board (AB).  It is required that all three AB members 
are present at this meeting.  The issues to be addressed in the meeting should include, amongst others: 

• presentation of a progress report of the doctoral project, in order to check if the student and the project are still on the
right track,

• information of the AB about the status of the supplementary doctoral training and future courses/training aimed at,
• considerations on how the project will be continued,
• discussions of problems in the project and of potential solutions,
• information of the AB members on scientific meetings attended and poster/talks presented.

The outcome of the meeting and comments/suggestions have to be documented by the AB in writing (box below). 

To the Chairman of the Doctorate Board of the Graduate Training Centre of Neuroscience 

This is to certify that the doctoral candidate __________________________________________ has 
presented her/his progress report to the members of her/his Advisory Board. 

Brief comments on the candidate’s progress report – suggestions for her/his future work: 

In case more space is needed, please continue writing on the back of this page. 

1) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
Thesis Supervisor Signature 

2) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
1st AB Member Signature 

3) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
2nd AB Member Signature 

Tübingen, _____________________ 
Date 

Please submit this form together with your current course list to the Graduate Training Centre



Final Advisory Board Meeting 
>Mutual Agreement to Thesis Submission<

Doctoral students are obliged to have a final meeting with their Advisory Board (AB) in order to get the ‘go-ahead’ for 
completion and finally submission of the thesis.  Please note that all three AB members have to be present at this meeting.  The 
issues to be addressed in the meeting should include, amongst others: 

• presentation of the status quo of the doctoral project,
• information of the AB about publications / manuscripts in progress, etc.,
• discussion of the format of the dissertation (monograph vs. cumulative thesis; see ‘Guidelines for Doctoral Students’), 
• information of the AB about the status of the supplementary doctoral training,
• considerations on potential reviewers of the thesis and examiners for the defense.

The outcomes of the meeting as well as comments and suggestions for finalizing and submitting the thesis have to be 
documented by the AB in writing (box below). 

To the Chairman of the Doctorate Board of the Graduate Training Centre of Neuroscience 

This is to certify that the doctoral candidate __________________________________________ has 
presented her/his progress report to the members of her/his Advisory Board. 

☐ The AB members and the doctoral candidate mutually agree that the doctoral thesis should be
submitted in due time (tick the box in case of ‘yes’).

Brief comments on the candidate’s progress report, suggestions for final thesis submission, potential 
reviewers and examiners:  

In case more space is needed, please continue writing on the back of this page. 

1) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
Thesis Supervisor Signature 

2) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
1st AB Member Signature 

3) _______________________________ _______________________________ 
2nd AB Member Signature 

Tübingen, _____________________ 
Date 

Please submit this form together with your current course list to the Graduate Training Centre




